PRESS RELEASE
INTERNATIONAL DAY IN SUPPORT OF VICTIMS OF TORTURE

BLAST CALLS FOR LEGAL REFORMS TO END TORTURE AND SWIFT RESOLUTION OF
PENDING CASES FOR VICTIMS SEEKING JUSTICE

Today, 26 June 2025, BLAST calls on the Government to urgently implement legal reforms to
prevent torture and ensure truth, justice accountability and reparations for victims.

Specifically, BLAST calls for the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention
against Torture (OP-CAT), as well as the reform of the Torture and Custodial Death
(Prevention) Act 2013, the Code of Criminal Procedure 1898, and other relevant laws to
ensure that victims of torture secure justice and accountability, and timely and adequate
reparations.

In addition, BLAST urges the Government to take swift action to resolve emblematic cases of
torture. Many victims and survivors, or their families, have been waiting for justice and
accountability for prolonged periods, sometimes for more than a decade. Notably, Lemon
Hossain’s mother is still awaiting investigation of her case seeking redress after her then 16
year old son lost his leg after being shot by Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) officers in 2011 in
Jhalokathi. Similarly, Imtiaz Hossain Rocky continues to seek justice for the custodial death of
his brother, Ishtiaque Ahmed Jonny, in Pallabi, Dhaka in 2014. Rocky secured the first
judgment under the 2013 Act, but is waiting for hearing of the appeal filed by the convicted
police officers, and has yet to receive any of the compensation he was awarded.

BLAST is also calling for the immediate implementation of the Supreme Court’s Guidelines on
arrest and remand procedures, and for administrative action to be taken against those found
to have violated these guidelines, whether law enforcement officers or magistrates.

Context

Torture in police custody is a gross violation of fundamental rights guaranteed under the
Constitution of Bangladesh, specifically Articles 27 (equality before the law), 31 (treatment in
accordance with the law), 32 (life and personal liberty), 33 (protection against arbitrary arrest
and detention), and 35 (prohibiton of torture and inhumane treatment).

The Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act 2013 was enacted to address this issue, but
custodial torture continues to be widespread, in direct contravention of Supreme Court
Guidelines that set clear guidelines for the arrest and remand of accused persons. However,
the effective implementation of these Guidelines and the full enforcement of the 2013 Act
remain inadequate.



This persistent gap in the legal framework underscores the insufficiency of domestic
measures to prevent torture. When internal remedies are ineffective or fail, international
monitoring and accountability mechanisms become essential. While Bangladesh signed the
United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) in 1998, it has yet to ratify its three Optional Articles:
(Article 20 (confidential inquiry), Article 21 (complaints between States), and Article 22
(individual complaints)). Furthermore, Bangladesh has not ratified the Optional Protocol to
the UN Convention Against Torture (OP-CAT), which would allow for the establishment of an
independent national preventive mechanism (NPM). Ratifying OPCAT would enable regular
visits and inspections of detention facilities, critical in preventing torture and deaths in
custody.

By ratifying both the Optional Articles of UNCAT and OPCAT, Bangladesh would fulfil its
international human rights obligations, providing a robust framework for preventing torture
and ensuring justice for all victims.

To conclude, on this International Day against Torture, BLAST calls for fair, impartial, and
timely investigations into all allegations of custodial torture. BLAST further calls for the
provision of adequate compensation and justice for victims, the effective implementation of
existing national laws, and the ratification and incorporation of key international human rights
conventions. These measures are essential to prevent torture, protect individuals from abuse,
and hold perpetrators accountable.
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