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01 March 2023 

 

The proposed Data Protection Act is in conflict with the country's economic 

development, equality and constitutional rights 
 

The speakers urged the ICT Ministry to amend the proposed Data Protection Act 2023 to protect the 

basic human rights of expression, privacy and economic equality. 

 

If the law is not amended, it will have a negative impact on the existing socio-economic development 

of the country and the constitutional rights of the people. It will be impossible for small and medium 

enterprises to have technology employees according to this law, which will create discrimination in the 

emerging startup and technology-economy. The penalty rules mentioned in the Act also create 

discrimination between domestic and foreign institutions and will discourage direct foreign investment. 

The proposed Act could become an obstacle to the development and commercial potential that Digital 

Bangladesh has created over the years. Since the law does not specify the definition of crime, it creates 

an opportunity for rights activists to be punished as potential disruptors. 

 

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) and Institute of Informatics and Development (IID) 

jointly organized a discussion session on 'Proposed Data Protection Act: Public Interest and 

Fundamental Rights Perspective' at The Daily Star Building with experts in Information, 

Communication and Technology, concerned stakeholders, lawyers, academicians and researchers to 

review how effective the proposed Data Protection Act will play in the overall development of the 

country. In the discussion, the law raised various issues, including the ambiguity of the process of 

transgression, the fear of interrupting personal opinion, the security of the marginalized population. 

 

In the discussion, Barrister Shahzeb Mahmud said that the proposed law has expressed its importance 

to control the right of the people to ensure the right of speech and expression of the people with the 

protection of the rights of the people's communication in Article 39 and the privacy of all the people's 

communication in Article 43. When we talk about data protection, we talk about protecting our 

information from other organizations; but when it is at a personal level, no protection is guaranteed. 

That is why we need to expand this protection to the personal level. 

 

Salwa Tabassum Haque, a PhD researcher at New York University, said in his speech, ‘When we talk 

about data protection law or digital law, we do not pay attention to family and women.’ It is important 

that the proposed draft law is to think about the impact of the marginalized population, especially rural 

women and girls. Audio and video of the torture of rural women and girls are held without permission. 

These audio and videos are important in getting justice, but they do not support the proposed law because 

they lack permission. As a result, the proposed law will be harmful if the law is passed. Moreover, this 

proposed law did not protect our data from artificial intelligence. It is also a matter of thinking because 

the immortal everyone uses artificial intelligence in daily life and this use will increase even more in the 

future. 

 

Barrister Priya Ahsan Chowdhury said that the issue of personal data protection is not clearly defined 

in the proposed law, it needs to be clarified. Also, it should be considered seriously that the people who 

are experienced in the related matters should be given the responsibility. 

 

Miraj Ahmed Chowdhury, Managing Director  of Digitally Right, in his speech, demanded to 

strengthen the supervisory process in the proposed data protection law. At the same time, he emphasized 

that the proposed law should not create any kind of discrimination in the management of the activities 
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of small and medium entrepreneurs and start-up organizations in socio-economic management. If data 

storage centers are established in the country, it will create more pressure on electricity. 

 

Zyma Islam, Senior Reporter of Daily Star, said that the proposed law raises doubts about how 

effectively and impartially the data protection officers will be able to work to protect the public interest. 

 

Barrister A B M Hamidul Mishbah emphasized clarifying the practical strategy of the proposed law. 

The proposed law empowers the government to use any type of data, including personal information, in 

the public interest. But as the matter of public interest is very wide, there is a fear of its misuse later. It 

would be appropriate if the name of the proposed law was Personal Data Protection Act rather than Data 

Protection Act. As in other countries around the world, the proposed legislation may include Alternative 

Dispute Resolution. It is necessary to reduce the penalty rate on foreign companies by 25% and make 

the penalty equal and consistent with that of domestic companies. 

 

Dr. Giti Ara Nasreen, Professor of Mass Communication and Journalism department of Dhaka 

University said, "A law that is not equal for all can never be people-friendly; it is discriminatory. In this 

regard, we need to follow the positive example of other countries and take into account the views of 

civil society on the proposed legislation. 

 

Sara Hossain, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh and Honorary Executive Director, 

BLAST noted the potential impact of the proposed law on digital communications on social and 

economic development as well as e-commerce. She particularly drew the attention to the risk to legal 

protection of constitutional rights to equality and non-discrimination, particularly for marginalised 

communities, and of the right to be treated in accordance with law. She also noted that in view of the 

existing concerns regarding lack of protection for online expression, it was particularly important to put 

in place stringent safeguards to ensure protection of people’s rights when framing this new law. 

 

'Data' is one of the most important elements in the present digital age. Protecting the security and proper 

privacy of digital data is the need of the hour. Bangladesh has already released the draft Data Protection 

Act 2022 to ensure the security and freedom of information of citizens, institutions, and the state. 

 

Barrister Shahzeb Mahmud, Salwa Tabassum Haque, and Zyma Islam were the panelists in the 

discussion meeting. Dr. Giti Ara Nasreen, Barrister Priya Ahsan Chowdhury, Barrister A B M Hamidul 

Mishbah, and Miraj Ahmed Chowdhury were discussants in the meeting. Sara Hossain, a senior lawyer 

in the Supreme Court, gave the closing speech at the meeting and the meeting was moderated by the 

Chief Executive Officer of IID, Saeed Ahmed. 

 

Contact for more information: 

 

 Communication Department, Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) 

Email: communication@blast.org.bd  

 

 IID (Institute of Informatics and Development) 

Email: iid.org.bd@gmail.com  
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