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20 January, 2020 

Press Release 

Character Evidence of a rape victim is irrelevant in the trial of a rape case, it should be 

amended the provision of character evidence in the Evidence ACT 

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) organized a dissemination meeting at Dhaka's 

Chayanaut Auditorium today, January 20, 2020 to review section 155(4) of the Evidence Act and 

shared the publication of a research report. The meeting was chaired by Justice Md. Nizamul Huq 

Nasim, Former Justice of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh and Chief Legal 

Advisor of BLAST. 

The meeting was moderated by Advocate Tajul Islam, Advisor, Advocacy and Capacity Building, 

BLAST and research findings of the research report was presented by Taqbir Huda, Research 

Specialist, BLAST. Former Justice A F M Abdur Rahman, Honourable Justice High Court Division, 

Supreme Court, Bangladesh; Advocate Gloria Jharna Sarkar,MP, Honourable Member, Parliamentary 

Standing Committee, Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs; Nurun Nahar Osmani, 

former District Judge and former member of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and 

Fatama Sultana Suvra, Associate Professor, Jagannath University were present as honourable guests of 

the meeting. 

Advocate Gloria Jharna Sarkar,MP said that in the contemporary context, the issue is very important 

and necessary steps should be taken for the amendment of section 155(4) of the Evidence Act. 

Former Justice A F M Abdur Rahman, Honourable Justice High Court Division, Supreme Court, 

Bangladesh added that the said section of the Evidence Act needs to be amended and a provision may 

be included into the Suppression of  Women and Children Oppression Act mentioning that section 

155(4) of the Evidance Act is not applicable in cases related to rape.   

Fatema Sultana Shuvra said that, the word “immoral” is mentioned in section 155(4) of the Evidence 

Act.  However, no definition of ‘immorality’ exists, and nor is ‘consent’ defined. She emphasized on 

the need for these issues to be clear and specific under the relevant laws. 

Justice Md. Nizamul Huq said that, the section related to character evidence requires amendment and 

should take place only after consultation with experts and through specific research.   

Apart from the mentioned guests, a number of lawyers, human rights activists, teachers, journalists 

and students from different universities participated in the discussion and discussed various issues 

related to character evidence.   

Context: Recent rape incidents have led to widespread public protests and discussions on the causes 

behind impunity for rape in Bangladesh. Some, including our lawmakers, have suggested the urgent 

need for legal reform. Rights activists have long called for the amendment of Section 155(4) of the 

Evidence Act, which allows the defence lawyers to show that generally a rape victim is a person of 

‘immoral character’. This is repeatedly used in the courtroom against the rape victims and survivors of  
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rape. In this context, BLAST is organising a dissemination meeting on our recently published research 

report titled ‘’Between ‘Virtue’ and ‘Immorality’: Why Character Evidence Must Be Prohibited in 

Rape Cases’’.  

 

Message convener:  

 

Mahbuba Akhter  

Deputy Director (Advocacy and Communication),  

BLAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mail@blast.org.bd

