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Press Release 

 

The Rape Law Reform Coalition (Coalition for Rape Law Reform) demands 

immediate lodging of FIRs in rape cases and completion of medico-legal 

examinations with the help of police in cases of lockdown 

 

In recent times, when Bangladesh has been fighting along with the rest of the world to 

prevent the spread of corona virus, even then rape, gang rape, post-rape killing and torture 

are still happening. According to information published in various media, rape has also 

occurred in the name of providing relief to low-income people during this crisis. On 6th 

April 2020, 10 years old girl was raped while trying to get relief in Khejurbag area of 

Keranigong police station of Dhaka. In another incident, on 7th April 2020, a local UP 

member raped a girl/woman in Taltoli, Borguna in the name of providing food aid. Besides, 

a teenage girl committed suicide on 9th April 2020 after being sexually assaulted by her 

sister’s husband in Puthia, Rajshahi. According to sources published by Ain O Salish 

Kendro, from January to March there were 257 incidents of rape reported alone, where four 

women rape victims committed suicide after being raped. According to sources of various 

online newspaper from 16th march to 30th April 2020, BLAST compiled a list of 50 rape 

incidents. Among them, case has not been filed in some places, even if where case filed, 

the subsequent investigation became very slow and victims faced various obstacles in 

doing their medico-legal examination. In addition, people with disabilities and transgender 

people have also been subjected to various forms of violence. 
 

The rape law reform coalition (Coalition for Rape Law Reform) strongly urges for proper 

investigation of the incident including prompt acceptance of online FIR in rape and sexual 

violence cases, taking the rape victims to nearby hospital and arrange medico legal 

examination, making arrangements to send the DNA and other samples of the sexually 

abused women to a forensic laboratory or DNA profiling center within 48 hours of the 

alleged incident and also to ensure speedy trial and appropriate punishment against the 

accused and/or responsible persons. The Coalition further urges to ensure the proper 

implementation of the laws and form public opinion to prevent such incidents repeatedly. 

Along with that it is also demanded that the police to conduct proper investigation and 

bring the accused before the court to ensure justice.  
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It is to be noted that on 10 June 2015, the Police Headquarter issued a circular (Circular 

No: না: ও শি: প্র: cell/circular/44.01.0000.047.01.011.15-223/1 (105) containing some 

directions for filing cases for violence against Women and Children. Instruction No.3 of 

the said circular states, “Any complaint of rape, sexual assault and any other violence 

against women and children should be reported to the police station and be field without 

any discrimination and without causing any delay”. ‘Despite this clear direction and 

guidelines about rape, sexual assault and any other crime for violence against women and 

children we encounter specific violations of these directions at various times. We demand 

for departmental action against such policemen who violated the circular issued from the 

police headquarters. This is the high time and opportunity to keep a close watch on the 

upazila, district, division and central levels. We strongly urge for taking immediate steps 

to stop violence against women, rape, and to maintain law and order and thus establish the 

rule of law in the country. 

 

Furthermore, the news media and other social media have not been properly following the 

legal provisions banning the disclosure of the identities of women and children who have 

been victims of sexual violence. As a result, the identities of the victims have been revealed 

through the media and social media. For this, On the one hand it does not protect privacy 

and on the other hand the victim and her family or well-wishers are affected and suffering 

from insecurity. Sometimes they become victims of violence and crime again. In this case, 

disclosure of identity often poses a risk to the lives, liberties and dignity of the victims and 

their family members. In this regard, journalist can play a vital role at its early stage in 

protecting victim and witnesses following the current laws including Constitution of 

Bangladesh, Children Act 2013; Nari-O- Shishu Nirjaton Daman Ain 2000; Digital 

Security Act 2018; National Media Policy 2014. 
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