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08 March 2020 

Press Release 

Alongside obeying Supreme Court directives, people of all classes of society must 

come forward to eradicate all forms of discrimination against women 

Today, at a discussion on High Court directives on eliminating all forms of 

discrimination against women, discussants stressed on the importance of implementing 

orders issued by the Supreme Court and of necessary steps to be taken by policy makers 

to effectively end such discrimination. They also called for people from all walks of life 

to come forward in addressing discrimination against women. These issues were brought 

to light by speakers of the discussion arranged by BLAST at the Bishwa Sahitya Kendro 

in honour of International Women’s Day by BLAST.  

Barrister Rashna Imam, Advocate Ainunnahar Lipi, Barrister Sharmin Akhter and Ishrat 

Jahan, legal practitioners at the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, discussed four petitions 

in relation to preventing medically unnecessary Caesarean sections, banning the ‘Two-

Finger Test’ of rape survivors, amendment of columns in the Muslim marriage contract 

that are discriminatory towards women, and setting up breastfeeding corners in public 

places. The session was moderated by Taslima Yasmin, Assistant Professor, Department 

of Law, University of Dhaka, chaired by A F M Abdur Rahman, Member, Board of 

Trustrees, BLAST and former Justice of the High Court Division. 

Participants at the discussion stated further, that to ensure access to justice, it is necessary 

to use scientific methods in conducting investigations under the criminal justice system. 

The concerned authorities must also adopt concrete plans to properly implement these 

directives from the Court. Participants recommended that relevant government and non-

government authorities must take steps to ensure compliance of all directives issued by 

the Supreme Court in the various petitions challenging discrimination against women, 

and also recommended that regular monitoring of these issues should be increased. 
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