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Identification of Sohel Rana’s Body in Rayerbazar Mass Grave Marks Step Towards

Accountability

On 5 January 2026, the Forensic Division of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of the
Bangladesh Police formally confirmed the identification of the remains of Sohel Rana, killed during
the July 2024 Uprising. The Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) regards this as an
important step toward truth, justice, and accountability.

Md. Sohel Rana (38) a businessman had forcibly disappeared on 18 July 2024 while participating in
a peaceful protest in the South Kajla area of Jatrabari, Dhaka. His body was subsequently recovered
and buried as unidentified in a mass grave at the Rayerbazar Martyred Intellectuals’ Graveyard,
through the assistance of Anjuman Mofidul Islam. The absence of any gravestone or marker
prevented his family from identifying his burial site or performing burial rites in accordance with
their religious beliefs, compounding the harm suffered by the family.

Seeking justice, the victim’s brother, Md. Jewel (34), sought legal aid from BLAST, following a
referral from the ITJP. He was then supported by BLAST in a complaint before the Jatrabari Amoli
Court on 17 September 2024 under sections 302, 201, 34 of Penal Code, 1860, seeking justice for
the victim’s murder, along with an order for exhumation of the body from the Rayerbazar Graveyard
and identification of the Body through DNA testing. When the investigation faced prolonged delays,
on 30" July 2025, BLAST petitioned the court for the exhumation of all unidentified bodies, forensic
DNA testing, and formal identification. Following court orders by Metropolitan Magistrate and under
the initiative of the CID involving an international forensic expert, exhumation and forensic
examinations and sample collection for DNA test were carried out at the Rayerbazar graveyard
between 7 and 27 December 2025.

After running DNA tests from the samples, the CID confirmed the identities of eight individuals who

had been killed during the July 2024 events, including Md. Sohel Rana. This enabled his parents and

siblings to finally locate his grave and brought an end to 18 months of anguish and uncertainty. Upon

identifying her son’s grave, Md. Sohel Rana’s mother, Rasheda Begum, broke down in tears and said

“After so many days, I have finally found my Shohel. I looked everywhere in search of you. But you

were lying here, and I didn’t know. Please take me to Shohel. I want to be with my Shohel.” (*“4©
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His younger brother, Md. Alvi Nabil Hossain, stated: “We are deeply grateful that we have finally
been able to find my brother’s final resting place. This would not have been possible without the
sustained support of BLAST and the International Truth and Justice Project (ITJP).”

This identification process—combining judicial oversight, forensic science, and coordinated action
by law enforcement—demonstrates a positive model for addressing cases of enforced disappearance
and unlawful Killings. It underscores the critical importance of independent, scientific, and
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transparent investigations as a prerequisite for accountability and redress, in line with international
human rights standards.

Qazi Zahed Igbal, Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh said “This was extremely necessary for
two reasons. First, it was essential to ascertain whether those who had gone missing were indeed
killed, and if so, how their deaths occurred. In addition, identifying the deceased and the grave was
crucial not only from the emotional closure to the families but also for uncovering the truth. Second,
there was a risk of serious complications in the judicial process due to the lack of proper evidence.
Without proper identification of the body, the judicial process could have been hindered. The State’s
initiative in this regard has been a positive step toward ensuring justice.”

Sushmita Chakravorty, one of the advocates who provide legal support to the family, stated that
“After a long legal process, Md. Shohel Rana’s identity has been confirmed through DNA testing,
with the support of the court and the CID. | am deeply grateful for this. However, had this been done
earlier, the family could have bid farewell with proper dignity. For unidentified body, it is essential
to have clear and effective guidelines to ensure that such bodies are properly identified and
preserved, rather than proceeding with immediate burial or mass burial.”

In this context, BLAST urges the Government to take urgent and effective measures to ensure: the
identification of all victims of the July 2024 mass uprising; the identification and prosecution through
fair trials of those responsible for unlawful killings and enforced disappearances; and the provision
of adequate reparations, including compensation, rehabilitation, and psychosocial support, for
affected families.

BLAST’s team involved in the case were Adv. Md. Moshiur Rahman, Adv. Md. Robiul Islam Robe,
Adv Borkot Ali, Adv. Sushmita Chakravorty and advised by Adv. Qazi Zahed Igbal and Barrister
Priya Ahsan Chowdhury.
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