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April 6, 2020 

 
Press Release 

BLAST Welcomes Honorable Prime Minister’s Directive to Release the Prisoners Imprisoned 

for a Long Time for Committing Petty Crimes 
 

Honorable Prime Minister has given a directive today to release those who have been in jail for a long 

time for committing petty crimes. BLAST welcomes this decision by the government. Point to be noted, 

on April 2, 20202, BLAST sent a letter to the Chief Justice of Bangladesh  requesting to issue a directives 

to the release the prisoners in order to protect them from Coronavirus infection and to ensure their human 

rights. As a legal aid and human rights organization, BLAST expressed its concern on the risk of 

Coronavirus infection of those who were incarcerated.  

 

The letter also said, “Currently there are around 90,000 prison inmate in the 68 prisons of the country 

while those prisons have a capacity of 40 thousand.”1 Apart from that, the lower Criminal courts are 

under the scope of the general leave. As such, it is not possible to get a quick release order from the 

courts. 

 

It is important to note that last February, 2019, the Honorable Supreme Court directed the criminal 

Courts to follow the Probation of Offenders Ordinance, 1960. Under the current worrying situation, 

where there is an emergency due to Coronavirus infection and observing the main principles of the 

Ordinance, BLAST mentioned in the letter that it is extremely important to release the incarcerated 

individuals temporary or conditional or on probation from the prisons. 

 

Following different principles and guidelines, various countries in the world such as India, United 

Kingdom, and Iran are releasing their prisoners in order to prevent Coronavirus infection. For example, 

the United Kingdom has already released those who are in jail for minor offenses and those who have 

already spent 80 percent of their jail time in prison on temporary and permanent basis. The Indian 

Supreme Court has directed to create provincial committees to release those who have been sent to 

prison for at most seven years or those who may be sentenced for at most seven years. The Delhi prison 

authority has directed to release prisoners on parole and the Kolkata High Court has directed the courts 

to provide interim bail.2 

 

In Bangladesh, BLAST requested the Honorable Chief Justice to take steps mentioning that an overall 

directive from the Supreme Court was necessary to prevent the infection of Coronavirus among the 

prisoners and to protect their human rights, 

 

BLAST is requesting that, in light of Prime Minister’s directive, the senior citizen, disabled, and women 

and the inmates who have been jailed under the Foreigner’s Act, including Rohingyas, be released for 

the interest of public health. We believe that quick steps regarding this issue will help prevent the spread 

of the virus and decrease the loss of life. 

 

 

Message sent by, 

Mahbuba Akhter 

Deputy Director, advocacy and communications 

BLAST 

                                                 
1 https://www.blast.org.bd/content/report/irsop/Key-Statistics_Jan-2019.pdf 
2 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/coronavirus-sc-directs-states-uts-to-set-up-panel-to-

consider-release-of-prisoners-on-parole/articleshow/74771877.cms?from=mdr 

 


